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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: Possibility of an Earth Satellite Being Launched from
Communist China (D;'a.ft for the Board)
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SUWMMARY

pr‘y 1. [_éontrary to the implication of its recent public statements]

Cam
Communist China dess not 1tsele1ave the capabll:.ty 'bo launch an earth

e —— - ’__J

satellite in the near fut&re. ! Wlth a gres //zmount of Sovn.et assistance, L
f

* i_" a launchmg from a f:.xed s:ﬁoe of" \ha> klrfd in Comfunist China, with some

partlclpa tlon by Chmcso peréonnol could occu;' perhaps as early as 1960. /

- TN v, S L T it e e

}()‘P chever, the USSR probub]y has the capabﬁ:.ty at proscnt to.placo in orbit
& from Chinesc Commmist territory an carth satoi\l:.to of up to about 500
Pl / pounds in s:.zz) As an ad hoe operation, this could probubly be done at

any t_lme on short notico (about six months from initiation of the project),

at relatively littlec cost, and probably without prior dotoetion by US

This momorandum has becn proparcd with the assistance of ropresentatives
of 0/SI, O/RR, and 0/CI.
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intelligoncaey Should the USSR and Communist China choosc such a coursc,
¢onsidorablc propaganda advantage would probably accruc te them oven
though most world opinion apprceciated that the launching had been largely
a Soviot showe , We have no evidencc conccrning cithor such a Sino-Soviet
policy decisibn, the construction of a launching site in Communist China,

or the imminenes of an attompbed launching,

DISCUSS ION

2. According to Peiping broadcasts, Kuo Moejo, head cf the
Chinesc Communist Academy of Seicnce, rcecontly stated that Communist
Chinals sciontists wore studying Sovict scicnce and technology so that

Communist China could launch its own carth satellite "in the ncar future.“*

¥ Pciping broadcast in BEnglish Morse to Northeast and Southecast Asia,

6 May 1958, and published in similar form by Pravda, 18 May. A
slightly different version was broadcast by Peiping cn 18 May, supposcdly
a recorded atatement by Kuo (Mandarin to North Amcrica): "The Chineso
scicntists arc determincd to get Chinals artificial carth satellito into
the sky at an carly datc. In order for this to materializc, we have
to cxpond vory great cfforts. However, thore will be a day when the
artificial carth satollite of China will go into the sky. The carlicr
that day comes the bebtoret It is not clear whethor these two Chinese
broadeasts, of the 16th and 18th, were intended to refer to the sama,
original statcmont by Kuo, or whother the sceond broadeast was moant
to modify the first. A third, and most rocont, Chincse broadcast
(22 May, English Morsec to Asia) simply states that a forum of Chinese
Communist sciontists at Nanking "approved the statement made by Kuo
Mo-jo that Chinals scicntists have the doterminaticn to go ahcad with
launching an artificial carth satcllitc at an sarly datcs" It will be
rocalled that Foroign Minister Chon Yi stated on 11 May that Comrmunist
China presently has "ncithor atomic bombs nor rockets « . » but wo will
have some in the futurce®
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These broadeasts give no conclusive indications as to what the Chincse
Communists consider "the near future," or what degrec of Sovict

assistancc and involvoment might be involved in such an undertakinge

3. Communist China prosently has no capability itself to put an
earth satcllite into orbit, and probably could not itsclf dovelop such

a capability within thc noxt five-ton yoarse.

Lhe Howover, with a great amount of Sovict assistance =-- the supply
of the carth satcllitc and its launching vechicle, the construction of
launching facilities in China, the cquipping and activation of
instrumcntation and data handling facilitics, the training of Chinesec

* tochnicians, and technical dircction of the launching -~ this time period
could be markedly shortencds In these circumstances, a launching from a
fixed gite of some kind in Communist China, with § e

M')-b 3 .
Chings porsonno%’\would require from onc to two years from the initiation

of the projoet and could cccur porhaps as corly as 1960..jExtromely
fragmentary cvidenco indicatoes fhat tho Chinesc may havs had some
association with Soviet missile and space roscarch programs in the past
year or so, and may be making a ccnsiderable coffort tc begin the development

of a missilc and oarth satellite program in China, It should be stressod,
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at tho oarlicst possible

data, principally for propaganda purpososc

T VBSR ¢ o a;ofwf.gw
tracking OF othor-sciontific botofib, this—prebabiy-eeoudd-be—-<ang at

any time on shorit notice (about six months from the initiation of such a
project) and at rolatively littlc coste Qurrently availablo Soviet 350
or 700-mile rango ballistic missiles, ttod with two additional stago
rockots, cculd be transported without great difficulty to Manchuria or
possibly to Sinkiang-Northwest Chinae Thoro thay could be fired from
previocusly sclected and preparcd sites, without there nccossarily being

e R

axtonsivo downe-range guidanco and trackinge Such vchicles could orbit

a satollitc of up to about 500 poundse An opcraticn of this typo could
probably be accomplishad without prior detection by US intaelligonco,
ospocially if the launching occurrcd in Sinkiang or Northwest China. Wo

presently have no evidonee that such an attempt is planned or is imminent,
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6. _The USSR and Communist China would almest ecrtainly consider
that thoy cculd not palm off such an undertaking to all the werld as
being "Chinese," at any timc in the near future. Rather, their intent
would probably be to (a) dupe those whom thoy could; (b) highlight
Chinaeso participation in the project and .tho developing potential of
Chinose Commmnist science and weaponry; and (¢) stress the menerosity
of the USSR!s assistance to its frionds. Such an undertaking would
probably result in considerable psychclogical benefit to the USSR and

Communist China.

7. Whilo such a launching will romain o constant possibility, it
is alsoc possible that the omphasis of Sino=-Soviet policy may be, instead,
o develop a broader Chinese Communist program over the longer run which
combines spaco roscarch with an omérging-; nissile
capability. Wo prescently have no covidenee as te which, if eithor, of

thesce cowrses has boen, or will be, adopted,
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